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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56 and 37 C.F.R. 1.97-1.99, 
Applicant submits herewith a Form PTO-1449 listing information known to Applicant and 
requests that this information be made of record in the above identified application. 
Copies are submitted herewith in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98(a). 

Except as provided below, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), it is certified 
that either (1) each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement 
was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure 
statement, or (2) no item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart ^ 
foreign patent application and no item of information contained in the information s § 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) $| 
more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. § 

Copies of U.S. patents and U.S. publications are not enclosed in accordance with § 
the Notice published in the Official Gazette on August 5, 2003 entitled Information 3 
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Disclosure Statements May Be Filed Without Copies of U.S. Patents and Published 
Applications in Patent Applications filed after June 30, 2003, which waives the 
requirement under 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent 
and each U.S. publication. 

U.S. Patent No. 7,122,835 and U.S. Publication No. 2007/0026583 are in the 
family of JP 2000-353811. The U.S. patent and publication were not directly cited by 
the Japanese Patent Office, but are submitted herewith for consideration by the 
Examiner. 

EP 1 049 141 and U.S. Patent No. 6,686,322 are in the family of JP 2000- 
171985. These references were not directly cited by the Japanese Patent Office, but 
are submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 

EP 1 026 222 and U.S. Patent No. 6,391,482 are in the family of JP 2001- 
043973. These references were not directly cited by the Japanese Patent Office, but 
are submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 

EP 1 076 368 is in the family of JP 2001-052878. This reference was not directly 
cited by the Japanese Patent Office, but is submitted herewith for consideration by the 
Examiner. 

EP 0 730 298 is in the family of JP 08-298260. This reference was not directly 
cited by the Japanese Patent Office, but is submitted herewith for consideration by the 
Examiner. 

EP 0 884 930; EP 1 773 103; and U.S. Patent Nos. 6,175,186 and 6,498,428 are 
in the family of WO 1997/031508. These references were not directly cited by the 
Japanese Patent Office, but are submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 

EP 1 182 910 and U.S. Patent No. 6,525,467 are in the family of WO 
, 2000/060907. These references were not directly cited by the Japanese Patent Office, 
but are submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner. 

A check in the amount of $180 is being submitted to comply with the provisions 
of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 
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1.17, 1.20(a), 1.20(b), 1.20(c), and 1.20(d) (except the Issue Fee) which may be 
required now or hereafter, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-2280. 
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Eric J. Robinson 
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